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Understanding Kidney Involvement in Lupus
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LUPUS: Latin for “wolf”

•13th-century physician – Rogerius used the 
word to describe erosive fascial lesions 
reminiscent of a wolf’s bite

Overview: Lupus
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• A chronic inflammatory disease that occurs 
when the body’s immune system attacks self-
tissue and organs 

• Organs: joints, skin, kidneys, blood cells, 
heart, lungs, and rarely brain 

Overview: Lupus
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• Often affects women of childbearing age

•African American, Hispanic/Latino, Asians, 
Native Americans are 2-3 times more likely 
than Caucasian women to be affected 

• Children, teenagers, men, and the 
elderly(less common) develop lupus 

Overview: Who 
Gets Lupus
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Overview: What 
Causes Lupus
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• Up to 60% of adults and 80% of children may 
develop kidney lupus later

• 25 to 50% of patients with lupus have 
abnormalities of urine or kidney function 
early in their disease course

Overview: Kidney 
Lupus



Definition

Kidney Lupus AKA Proliferative 
Lupus Nephritis (LN) 



Definition

• Inflammation involving kidneys – causing injury 



Kidney Lupus

• Most common severe complication of Lupus! 

• Organ threatening (severe, rapid, progressive, irreversible damage)
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• Raise awareness about the severity of kidney 
lupus, the need to diagnose and treat it early 

• Tap into your power to become actively engaged 
in your lupus care

• Better understand the disease, seek good 
resources to manage the disease, and become 
advocates for resources to overcome barriers: 
reduce disparities and health inequity in health 
care

Our Mission: 
Kidney Lupus 

Care
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Mission & 
Purpose



We do this as one team, 
One Team, One Fight against Lupus.



This slide has pre-built animation.

Thank-You. 



—African Proverb
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